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BENE REGESH

"Sons of Perception"

Act 1 scene 1

(The house lights go off. The band enters from rear of auditorium,
spot picks them up and remains on until they are seated. All lights
go out and John the Baptist enters center stage through curtain --
it is still closed.)

John the Baptist: (he stands defiantly before the audience. Silently he surveys
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the crowd, pondering their lives. He is also looking for Christ

but he hasn't appeared) All you people listen well. The hour

is very near vhen God will de semething special...

(Andrew enters from right, four pharisees come in from left,
they take strong positions on the box) You must rearrange
your lives. Be done with evil. Turn your back on wickedness,
The wvery Son of God will scon be here.

Who are you?

Are you Elijah come back to life?
Are you the Christ?

No. I am only & messenger.

Well, if you're not the Christ, who gave you authority to baptise
these peocple?

I do baptise == but only with water. Somewhere among you stands a
man you don't know yet., He will ceme into sight very scon. I am not
even fit to untie his shoes!

Where? (searching)

Will he come with a mighty army?

Will he overthrow the Romans?

Ko, He will come meekly. And many will not perceive,

(Andrew strains to understand, Pharisees assume different postures
from disbelief to scorm.)

So the Christ who comes "meekly" is out there, eh? We'll seerabout
that! (threateningly)

("that" iz the cue for the band to begin Overture. All actors exit
from where they came in,)

OVERTURE

Act 1 Geene 2

(A crowded part of the audience is spotlighted. Jesus comes in from
rear of auditorium, walks all the way down the aisle, steps out and
addresses the crowd, spot hits him as he says "Kingdom™)

The time has come at last -- the Kinpdom of Ged has arrived, You
must change your hearts and minds and believe the Good News,

(Spot on crowd fades out, spot on Jesus intensifi=g)
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“FATHER"

Jesus: Father, oh Father,
So many are falling away.

Chorus: Fether, oh Father,
So many are falling away.

Jegus: I need more hands to touch with,
lipre ayas L0 see

Chorus: I need more hands to touch with,
liore eyes to see

Jesus: ilope mouths to speak your truth.
Chorus: liore mouths to speak your truth.

Jesus: I need men.
Chorus: Give me mén.
All: I NEED LEN:

(Jesus walks to the front of auditorium
aspot lights pilck up Peter and Andrew in
a boat fishing in the distance.)

Vhat wretched luek!

Tossing about for hours and nothing to show but blisters on
top of my callouses.

It's soon time to head in for supper. I'm starved.

(Jesus has stopped at shoreline, shading
his eyes from the sun he cries out to them)

Hello-o-o Hello-o-o

Uho's that?

MNever saw him before.

Hello-o-o-0

{(velling) Hello-o yourself!

Catch anything?

Mothing!

Cowe along with me and I'll teach you how to catch men.
Catch men?

(shrugs his shoulders) Sure, lets go and see.

{Jesus gees two unknown fisherman in the
distance, shades his eyes lokking at them)

(while Peter and Androw slowiy approach him) A long day
and enpEy nets.

Teacher, it's that way oftener than not.
How do you know that I am a teacher?
Your eyes; vour gaze lets light out as well as in.

(slight pause to take in Andrew's remark) Whats this of
catching men?

I am Jesus, I come preaching a new kind of life. Uhy be a
fisherman for fish when you can catch men and make them free?



Meak Lol Fesel

Andraw: Catch them and make them freef

Jagus Yes, I have come so men can enjoy life. I want to set them free.
Andrew: John and James should meet this man.
Jesus: Those two? (pointing to boat in distence)

Andrews: Yeg!

Jesus: (calling out to them) Hello-o-o-o
wat Ay H every tMe s heewt tay Bov
Scene 3 Ve Woart s i mams ) s, e e

Heary O Isroel, +he ovd o
(Lights go out for 10 seconds; Jesus with Ec!:!, Fhae Loog| 15 Cne,
four men enter a synagogue. A small crowd x
of vorshippers sit bored as a serike tﬂﬂﬂhﬂsjﬁd&?—ﬂﬁ VBES0n Ip
fremn the st hook o
(Deuteroncmy 15:10-11) You shall give to him freely and vour
heart shall not be grudging when you give to him; because for
this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and im
all that you undercake. For the poor will never ceasc out of
the land; therefore I command you, You shall cpen wide your hand
to your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in the land.
(he pauses and turns towards Jesus) Stranger, would you 1like
to add anvthing to the leszon?

=)

Jagus: Yes, thank you, I would. Believe mem friends, no one can sce
the Kingdon of God unless he is born again. I have come to
preach the Good Hews to all mankind. Neo longer must you wait
on the tired, alwost forgotten hope spoken of in the Tora. I
will breath life into tired lives.

Homan : You speak so boldly, more so than our learned scribe.

Jegug: sy message is true, the truth should be baldly proclaimad.

Han with an evil spirit: What have you got to do with us, Jesus of
Mazareth? Hawve vou come to kill us? I know who you are ——
you're God's Holy One!

Jesus: Cone out of him evil spiric!

Hon e.s.:  Aahhh. .. {plercinog scream)

st W What on earth has happened?
Woman 2: I don't Lknow!

Woman 3: He can order evil spirits around.

{pecple begin to shout and flee, the healed
man is left wnconscious on the flocog)

Jesus (to his dumbfounded followers) Well, come and help this man.

Han 4: (Just walking into synagogue to see what has heppened)
fay there, Peter, when did vou get bazk in town?

Feter: {still unsuze of Limscl?) Just e few micutes ago, why?
bian 4: bid you know your mother-in-law is wesry gick?
Jesus: {overhearing) Well lets go and see her.

Scene &4

lother-in-law:  Oh, Peter, Andrew, how good gou lock. It's bosn weeks since
I saw wou. '
Andrew: Hother, hov are you feeling? * %

Peter: YTou look so weak!
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Jesus: (standing in background, ccmes Jorxrward, takes her hand) Let
me take your hand. (She sits ep)

Hothers: I'm healed! The fever is pone.

cpryant girl: (running out to tell the Chorus) He healed her, he
healed her.

"No Good Thing from Nazareth"

Cliorus: He casts out cpirits and he heals the near feud-
He comes from Nazavesn? I'm out of my head.
Mo good thing comes from Mazareth 1t is said.

Whe is he, what is he, why is he here?

Hother-in-law: Just when I peeded him he took up my hand.
I was preparcd to die: Oh, who is this man?
My sons are following him - thats good, I'm glad,
But who is he, what is he, why healed he me?

Potar: lHom, you know the story = I was fishing one day.
This mon named Jesus came and called me away.
I was a fisherman -- a geod one at that.
He's shown me new things — where life is at!

Andrew: Catching fish is fine if that's what you like,
But catching men and freeing ther is alright!
I've never been quite this excited before.
1'd wove a mountain for this man and what's more:

Trio: I've got a joy right now, I'm healthy inside.
I'1l treat this Josus as a brother of mine.
I'11 fix some food - I'll wash his hands and his feet
He must be hungry, just relax, then we'll eat.

Chorus : He casts out spirits and he heals the near doad
He comes from Nozareth? 1I'm out of my head:
Ko good thing comes from Hazareth it is said,
WHO IS HE, WHAT IS HE, WHY IS HE HERE ?

{Lights go out and crowdleave silently. In
front of close curtain a leper squats In his
filthy bundle of rags)

LEPEI: {'E.-Dil'rli'rlg} 'Dh.hhq- 5= @wE -Dh].l-h- mE e -"llh':lr m? :"-Tuietl!f EDE.IJ!.‘HE}

Woman: (passing by eity gace) Oh! You lepers make me sick!
Cowering around like sulking dogs, spreading disease and
filth. WMo, don't look at me you gross, dying body. (she
gpits on him and walks on)

Woman 2: {coming from opposite directien, laughing scornfully)
Wipe off the spittle with you yellow tongue. You daserve
it! Get away from the city walls. Decent oeople ecan't
even go out a city gate without seeing you sewm. Follution,
thats what you arc!

(she enters gate and disappears, the Lepez
stonds up shokily and sings)

"Tha Lepa='s Song"

Jugt bBecsuze of natvia,
I am ssparate of he las.
Becauss of one spot,

=

I om up agalpst a wall.

Hare I doae 50 much wrong,
That this should come to me?

liy ekin isn.'t how 1'd like it to be.
I an covered with boils.
I HAVE LEPROSY.
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(Jes~ come towards the leper as he sinks
dowm to the floor, the disciples remain
far away froa the leper.)

dirty
Leper: (Aside} I can't bear another/glance.(Jesus bends over him)
Leper: Please sir...go away. (He looks up at Jesusand a smile comes

inte his eyes) You must be the Christ! You could heal me if
you want to, I know you could.

Jzgues: Of course I want to heal you Be clean!

(spot lights off and all stage lights go on)

Josus: (finally succeeds in calming the joyous man down) Now 20
straight to the priest and perform the rights prescribed by
lloges for a healed leper.

Leper: Yes Haster, right away! (he runs off shouting)

Poter: (A soliloquy) (Pianc solo of Chopin's Prelude # 20 softly)

I've known this man a very short time. Yet i've seen that
lock in his eve cast out demons, heal the dying and even

cleanse a leper. Who is he? Threngs of curious people
surround him, press and shove, but his leck of love never
fades away. 1'11 watch him closely. Some day he'll get

angry with them and curse their miserable lives. Who
is he? And why did he pick me?

Scene 6
(Jesus and wen in home in Capernaum)

John: Look at this crowd, James, the room can't hold many uore pecple.
And there are the Pharisces sulking in the corner.

James:  They're always the first onew to show up when Jesus comes to town.
F
(the crowd is uncomfortable, pushing and
shoving, trying to touch Jesus)

Jesus: Calm down! Calm down. How can I touch everyone at once? I
want to help you and you must be patient,

Woman:  (she has a young boy with her) Sir, my boy has an evil spirit.
He writhes on the ground andcuts himself on stones. I'm
afraid he'll fall into a fire and burn himself someday.

Jesus: Do you believe I can heal him?

Homan: Yes sir. I do, I really do.

Jesus:  (he puts his hand on boys head) Son, your mother's faith has set
you free. One day you'll use your faith tec help others.

(The excited erowd now begins pushing and shoving
in esrnest to get closer to Jesus. Suddenly Andrew
looks up and points)

Andrew: What's thet?

Peter: A hole in the roEf! Waiel, out wau people. (irritated)
Pharisees: What is thie? iaat noxt?
Jegus: Clear awzy =y triends. (4 man om a cot is let down from

the rocf. Jesus looks up to the hale and speaks to the men.)
You have dore well to brinp him to me. You four show great
faith. To carry a man, helpless and lzet, to ne iz a
wonderful deed.

Pharigees: What does he mean? Who does he think he is?
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"Fhanl: you, Thank you Faithful"

tiy 1ife is from my God up heaven way

I dedicate my everything to him

But though without my gimple healing say,
Your faith without the Savior lived so dim.

Thank you, thank youw, faithful,
For your love and devotion

How you have brought a wan

To the healing poticn

Because of love's forgiveness,
He is now ilm motbion.

ky friends you all must lesrn from these four men

That in faith you must love and trust in Him!
Forgiven is this man because of them
And thus, my son, your sins are forgimen.

(Pharisees begin te grumble loudly)

Why must you question this in your hearts?
Which do you suppose is easler?

To say to a paralyzed man,

Your sins are forgiven? Or te heal?

But to show you the full authority
From God up heaven wWoy,

Te forgive from hell the rejected,

I say, Stand up, pick up your own bed,
And VALK.:Z

{Pharisees gasp, crowd ochs. and ahhsl)

Thank you, thank you, faithful
For your love and devotion.
Wow you have brought a =an

To the healing potion.

Because of love's forgiveness,
He 13 novw in wmotion.

!"‘tﬂlfil 5ﬂj’d‘;}ﬂ:;¢j{

{repcat chorus. then musicians ad 1ib, final repeat)

END OF ACT I
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Acet IT Scene I

Jasus: Father, I thank you for giving me men. Those four who carried
in the paralyzed man mast be your children. How rich they will
be in Heaven for carrying a helpless brother to a place where I
could touch him. Father, I pray for Peter, and Andrew, James,
and John. ©Oh, that they might be inspired by these four bed-
carriers, Make them a trusting uwit, belisving in me and carrying
men to my reach.

(Lights fade out, sounds of crashing surf come over
speakers, Jesus is preaching to crowds on shore,
disciples in rear.)

Jesus: (teaching Matthew 13:3-9) "A farmer was sowifig grain-in his fields..
As he scattered the seed across the ground, some fell beside a
path, and the birds came and ate it. And some fell on rocky soil
where there was little depth of earth; the plants sprang up- quickly
enough in the shallow soil, but the hot sun soon scorched them and
they withered and died, for they had so little root. Other seeds
fell ameng thorns, and the thorns choked out the tender blades,

But some fell on good scil, and produced a crop that was thirty,
sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had been planted. If
you have ears, listenl"

(The people murmer excitedly as they leave,)

ANLTEW: Jesus, why do you always use these hard-to understand illustraticns?

james: (to John) Perhaps he is a magician--trying to confuse the crowdl

Pater: Jesus, many people don't understand a word you say. Are you a
mystic or a scothsayer? We know you can work miracles, but why
the craszy stories about farmers and weele -that are nothing but
words?

Jeaus: Only people receptive to spiritual truth can understand my illus-
trations. In the scripture it says: "For to him who has, more
will be given, and he will have great plenty; but from him whe
has not, even the little he hars will be taken away," This fulfills
the prophecy of Isaiah: "They hear but don't understand, they
look but don't see." Their hearts are fat and heavy, thelr ears are
dull, and they have closed their eyes in sleep.

Jamas: (to Jolm) On zod on_about fat hearts and dull ears.

John: He is awfully hard to understand.

(Jesus begins walking away.)

Andrew: Off he goes again.

Peter: Well, we've stuck with him this far.
John: Pater's right, let's go along.
James: Well, even if we can't understand him, at least he spends all

his time with poor pecple.
Peter: Maybe his "way" will rub off on them; his words sure won'tl

(Jesus is now at other end of stage, approaching
Levi in his tax collecting booth,)

Levi: Yes? (Jesus does not reply)
Levi (impatiently) What do you want? iy work is very important. Please
don't bother me...{(he looks wp and is spellbound by

the expression of Jesuvs) Who are you? ... Why.
you must be that Jesus!l

Jesus: Come along with me Levi, 1'd like to get to know you.
Levi: Where? I esr’i just loave snvidime...
Jasus: Juet comz. (Lovi pgeta up and Follous Jagus)

Act II  Scene 2
(Characters in dinmer scene chattzr as curtain opers)
Tax Collector 13 {jokingly) I r,-_r.ug:ht up with Elbzsrus tliz morning
threatened to make him pay all that he owee the

trikumec.

Tax 8, 2@ What vill vou do 1f he falls to pay? You know old
Elbarus is unable to pay those taxes.
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Tax C. 1t His small flecks would be a sufficient payment.l could throw
him in prison as a last resort, he would dread that. (laughs)

Trsds (approaches the group and motions toward table) Uy friends,
I want to introduce a new friend of mine to vou. His nane
is Jesus (coohhs, ahhs) Yes, he is that "Hiracle [ian"
evervone is talling about. Jesus stopped at wy tax
collection bocth this afternoon and we talked for hours.

1 have wade a big decision, money is worthless {ocohhs)
I'm done with cheating people just to fatten myself.

i oo [ L evi, thiz is absurd!

G, d: Surcly we can talk you out o f this.

You hawve a lucrative business here. Follew this Hiracle
Han and you'll go hungry.

Lerl: It's no use talking that way. I1've made up my mind. From
this day I follow Jesus, not silver or gold.

L. I If that's your decision you're a fool. I'll share in no
feast of yours. (gets up to leave)

I.C. 22 I agree with you Jacob. Levi, this is a big mistake.

Levi: Friends, don't leave my table, I beg of you!

T.0. 1: ¥We leave your table, we leave your home, we leave your
foolish head to its own folly. (they leave but T.C.& remains)

T.C. &3 I won"t leave you Levi. I want to pget to know Jesus.

Lev:; Thank vou Sanuel.

Jesusi: I rejoice in wour strength.

Levi: You did say it would be hard, but I wasn't prepared to lose
my best friends.

Jesus: You must be prepared to lose all to gain me. (Pharisee in

the background everhears this remark)
Phorisee 1: You blasphemer: Putting on airs of divinity. You trickster;
you magical scum!

Pharisee 2: (viciously in a loud voice) Leook at that man named Jesus.
Look at his dirty old robe!

P. 2: (accuaingly) He comes ill-prepared for this oceccasion.
He's the Lord!

P. &: Why does he eat with tax collectors and hang around with
whores? His reputation sets him apart from this group!:

Jesus: (turning to address the accusers) A doctor ailds the

sick, not the healthy. I did not come to invite the
righteous. The sinners are those in need of help.
(Pharisees walk off discussing Jesus' words)

Peter: (hiz sececond seliloquy, pilano plays Chopin Prelude #4
softly in background)
Strange, this -- what did Levi's friend call him? Oh
yves, the Jiracle ilan. Jesus says such strange things.
Mo one seems to wnderstand him. Yesterday we werc
valking along the road and someone stopped him.
"Why don't your follovers fast?" he said. "John the
Baptist had followers and they fasted repularly.”
I tried to guess what Jesus would say, then he sald:
"Do friends of the bridegroom refuse to eat at the
wvedding feast? Do you put new wine into old vineskins?"
I almost laughed. The curious stranger walked off
with a look of complete confusion. This Hiracle illan
is a strange one. ...(pensively) Hew wine into old
winesking?

a

Freag

(Peter joins disciples as they enter and walk
throush a com field)

Peter: 1'm hungry.
John: Here Peter, have somz corm to mynch on.
Feter: Thankyou Joh:i.

{the Pharisees, in the backareund, whisper with
excitement, then steps up to Jesus)
Pharisee 1l: This is the Sabbath, you know. It's apainst the law for
your disciples to be picking that corn:
Jesus: liy friends, haven't you ewver read what David did the tice
i when he needed something to eat? He and his mem vere hungry
ga he went into the Temple and ate bread that had been
offered to God.
Pharisee 1: (pauses, looks confused) Well....it's still the law!
This is the Sabbath, and your men are bregking it.
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The Sabbath was made for the good of man, man was not make
for the Sabbath.

Pharisce 2: What...do you GEMM... 1
Jogua: And besides, the Son of Han 1s Lord even of the Sabbath.

(Jesus contirues welking. the disciples exchange plances
the Pharisees stare in angry, confused silence)

Jesus:

Petor: [After a pause) Tre Son of lan is Lord even of the Sabbath.
John, what did he oean by that?
John: I don't know, Potez. 1 juet don't know.

(Jesus nears a man witih a erippled hand)

Jesus, Jesus, my hend is crippled. Can you make it ecme
back to life?

Jegus: You have faith. A new hand will serve you well

"WARD HEARTED VILLIANS"

Pharisees: £h ha, we saw you
Breaking the Sabbath
Your followers are plcking corn,
You healed that mans hand!
{repcat)
Jesus: Oh hard hearted villians who live in this land
Watching like wvultures for mercy's broad hand
I give unto needy, I change them no fee
I honor the Father, I'll not honor thee.
1 Oh no, we saw you
Healing on the Sabbath
We saw you, we saw vyou
He'll tell all our friends

Pharisees:

You've gone too far now

We're a ponma get you

You've healed him on the Sabbath
We'll tell all our friends

Andrew: < Hey vou'd better watch it
You don't krow what you're saying
This isn't any normal man
Ko ordinary puy

I've followed him for months now

I really don't understand him

But if you bring your big shot friends
We'll fight you till we die

Peter:

Jesus: ly Father in Heaven
Look at us now
In merey please grant us
Peace, not a row.

ily follovers are good men
Kot prone to a fight
Unless you help us

We'll have trouble tonight.

Pharisees and all Disciples sing in unison 1 and 2, teving Eo oubshout

each other. Both groups sing first seven lines as written apove
and thea sing this last line: "We'll have treuble tondpht!

{(at the conclusion Jesvs gathers 4is disciples in his

avme d:d lcada them «£0 stapgs)

Phaxrisee l: Bewr wa'ee in a gpot. Jesus has a lot of friends. We
Ripht have spoken Coo soo.

Pharisee 2: We were a bit hasty. The Romons wouldn't like it 1f we
etarted a fight.

rharisze 3: We must be more cunnipns. & plot mot a batt’c. Cot
scme political nuscle from King Herod's beoys.

Pharis=ac &: You're right. Lets go plan the turdar of Christ.

411 four: Yeh: (they exit)






